Foothill Chapter
California Rare Fruit Growers

Saturday, June 5, 2004 at 9:30 a.m.
Arboretum of Los Angeles County
301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia
Lecture Hall A (free admission)

Next meeting: Bananas!
Join us for a discussion with Dennis Getchius, an expert on growing bananas in
Southern California. This is a great opportunity to ask questions and share advice.
Please make an effort to bring any of your home-grown bananas to sample, and banana
pups to share at the raffle.
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Another successful "Garden Gatherings - thanks to Ruth Stern!
Many thanks to Ruth Stern and all who attended our second bimonthly Foothills CRFG
"Garden Gathering" on May 1 in her garden in Shadow Hills. We had about fifteen
people, most of whom brought interesting plants to share and trade. Ruth gave a tour of
the garden which is a half
acre so there are a lot of
different
plants,
both
edible
and
nonedible.
Some of the edible things
included
blackberries,
tayberries, boysenberries,
ollalieberries, dewberries
(Ruth's favorite), red and
yellow
raspberries,
cherries, apricots, plums,
avocado, feijoa, atemoya,
cherry of the Rio Grande,
asian pear, peach, three
varieties of fig, mango,
white
sapote,
babaco
papaya,
bananas,
mandarin,
grapefruit,
lemon, lime, loquat, several valencia oranges, lemon guava, strawberry guava, tropical
guava, jaboticaba, strawberries, herb and vegetable garden and spices such as
allspice, cardamom and
bay. We had coffee and
sweets and enjoyed sitting
around talking and sharing
advice. As Ruth said, "It
was a lot of fun and I'd be
happy to host this again
some time". In the plant
swap, a few people took
banana plants home and
Ruth gained a black zebra
tomato plant, among other
things.
We're now looking for a
volunteer to host the
July 3 Garden Gathering.
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Foothill CRFG Plant Database
The Foothill CRFG Plant Database is now in progress. Joel Johnson is gathering
information on who grows what, where, why, and how. Please continue to provide this
information to Joel at the meetings, or by email at joel@aridscapes.com. Thank You!
Sharing Table:
Members with last names starting with 'A' through 'M', please bring goodies (fruit, baked
goods, etc.) for the Sharing Table. Fruit from your own garden is especially welcome!
And everyone, please lend a helping hand by cleaning up during and after the meeting.

Chapter Miscellany:
Request:
As always, I would be happy to include photographs of interesting plants from any
Foothill CRFG member. Please send your digital photos, with a description, to me at
david.szymkowski@adelphia.net.
Plant Raffle:
Please bring a plant in a pot with information and instructions for care.
Dues:
Please pay membership dues at next meeting if past due.
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Save a stamp!
Thanks to those of you who have already indicated your preference for an email
reminder of our meeting. To save the club's time and money, please respond to me at
(david.szymkowski@adelphia.net and I will remove your from our postcard list.
THE FOOTHILL CHAPTER OF THE CRFG meets at 9:30 a.m. the first Saturday of
alternate months (February, April, June, August, October, December) at the Arboretum
of Los Angeles County, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia (just south of the 210 Freeway).
There is no charge to enter the Arboretum to attend the meeting, which is in Lecture
Hall "A". The easiest access is straight through the Gift Shop, then down the stairs to
the right in the adjacent building. CHAIRMAN: Rod Kiewiet, foothill@crfg.org
Tentative date of next Garden Gathering meeting: Saturday, July 3, 2004
Date of next CRFG chapter meeting: Saturday, August 7, 2004
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